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Doing Life Together

Group Study . .
Sermon-Based Curriculum What Is a Christian?

Date: 4/3/16

Read Together
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets.
Scripture passage: Acts 11

What is in a name? For believers in Jesus Christ, the name “Christian” is a most important distinction. Yet the
name, title, and designation “Christian” has a wide and varied application in public forum today. There are
cultural references to the title, denominational references, and personal ascents to the term. That being said,
knowing and understanding what “Christian” means is vital to any believer.

This week we will see the first mention of the word “Christian” in the Bible. With that first mention we will
glean significant understanding about who we are, what we believe, what we receive, and how we must
respond if indeed we are to be called “Christians.” Are you a believer in the one true God and His Son,
Jesus? Do you bear His likeness? Is the Spirit of God at work in you? These are all distinctions that make
believers distinct and allow them to bear the name, “Christian.”

Pray Together
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.
* Praise Jesus as your Savior, Lord, and Master.
* Repent from any disobedience in your walk with Christ.
* Ask the Holy Spirit to help you submit to the Spirit’s work in your life.
* Yield to the Spirit and trust God to help you be a powerful witness for others for Jesus.

Discuss Together
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful
* When did you first come to know Christ and call yourself a “Christian”?

* How did your life change? Did you begin to act, speak, or respond differently? Did others who knew
you notice any visible differences in your life after accepting the Lord?

Read Acts 10:42-11:26.
* How does a person become a Christian? (See Acts 10:43)

* Discuss the victory that occurred for the Kingdom in Acts 10:42-48.
* Discuss the criticism that occurred in Acts 11:1-3.

¢ Discuss the outcome from Acts 11:4-18.
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There is much confusion about what it means to be a Christian. Being a Christian is not a mental
ascent to a set of facts, but rather a conscious choice to trust, rely on, and depend on Jesus as Lord
(Master) and Savior. It is a one-time decision that affects and shapes a person’s entire life. Read the
following verses and discuss this life-long process of following Christ.

= Acts 10:42-43
= Romans 10:9-10
= Philippians 3:4-10; 13-16

When a person, by faith, trusts Christ for their salvation, he or she immediately receives (is baptized
with) the Holy Spirit. What does the Holy Spirit do immediately in the life of a believer? (See John
6:63, Romans 8:1-4; 9-11, 1 Corinthians 12:13, and Galatians 5:16-26)

How is baptism of the Spirit different from baptism with water?

The gifts (plural) of the Spirit enable us to serve the Lord. Discuss these “gifts.”(See Romans 12:3-8,
1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4:11-16).

A Christian belongs to God’s family and shares community with other believers. (See Acts 2:41-47
and 11:23-26). What are you doing to encourage and grow within your community of believers? Why
is being in community important to the believer?

A Christian is someone who bears likeness to Jesus Christ. Do others see Christ in you? What makes
Christ recognizable in you? Is your life a living testament to the risen Savior?

Do Life Together

These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in
your role as a disciple and ultimately, a disciple-maker.

When others see you, do they recognize that you bear the name “Christian”? What makes you
distinct? Are you “telling” others about Jesus by the way you live your life? Who will you demonstrate
“Christ-likeness” to this week?
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