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[Nehemiah 2:11-20] 
 
WARM-UP (10 mins) 
     Prepare our minds to receive God’s word. 

- How was everyone’s week?  [Does everyone know each other? Any introductions needed?] 

- Anything new in your lives’?  Are there any burdens we need to pray for or victories we can 

celebrate together? 

- When reflecting on the message this past Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 

ILLUMINATE 
     Open your Bibles to the primary text.  If you do not have a Bible, your leader can provide one. 

1. Read our primary text. Nehemiah stayed in Jerusalem for 3 days before acting.  He worked at night 

and told no one of his future plans.  Why do you think he operated like this? 

 Nehemiah was surveying the situation before he revealed his plans to the people.  He wanted to 

keep his plans from potential enemies and to be fully formed and concise before presenting them 

to the people. 

2. Do you survey the situation before acting or do you just go to work?  What can we learn from 

Nehemiah? 

 Nehemiah was a thinker and planner.  He was calculated and did not operate haphazardly.  We 

must also function this way.  What other Bible verses reinforce this principle of patience and 

forethought? (James 1:19, Luke 14:28) 

3. See map attached. Trace Nehemiah’s path using the text.  What prevented him from going further? 

 The animal he was riding could not navigate the narrow path (it is important to remember that 

there were ruins around the wall). 

4. After carefully developing his plans, Nehemiah speaks to the people.  How do they respond?  Why 

do you believe they responded this way?  How do you respond when God’s name is at stake? 

 The responded courageously as a people who were ready to restore God’s good name in that land.  

They had suffered shame and mockery because of their past failures before the Lord and they 

wanted to elevate God to his proper place both in the land and in their hearts. 



5. Jerusalem, in many ways, represented God.  Jerusalem was where God once dwelled in the temple 

amongst His people.  Today, where is God’s temple? 

 1 Corinthians 6:19 states that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit from God.  God has 

always been near to His people, but it is through Jesus the Holy Spirit can now dwell within us.  

6. How are your spiritual walls and gates?  Is your body a suitable temple for God?  Is your “eye-gate” 

in need of repair?  

 [Group dialogue] 

7. Sanballat and Tobiah asked Nehemiah, “are you rebelling against the king?”  Why could this have 

caused concern for Nehemiah?  Was he really rebelling?  Could our faithfulness lead others to 

accuse us of the same? 

 King Artaxerxes had retaliated against such claims in the past (Ezra 4:12-13, 19-22), but Nehemiah 

knew that God was with him and that God had made a way even through the King.  As our 

government shifts back and forth from conservative to liberal, it is wise for us to use Godly 

examples in the Bible such as Nehemiah to help us navigate future situations. 

8. To whom does Nehemiah accredit his plans?  To whom do you accredit your plans? 

 Nehemiah credits God, saying “I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for 

good.” 

 

PRAY 
Use this time to pray specifically.  What does tonight’s conversation lead you to pray for?  What 
burdens have been presented in conversation? 
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