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[1 John 2:1-6] 
 

WARM-UP (5 mins) 
Let’s take a moment to still our minds and go to the Lord in prayer. 

- How was your week? Were you able to take time to reflect on God’s goodness this week? 

How so? 

- When you reflect on the message Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 

ILLUMINATE (40 mins) 
Open your Bibles to the primary text. 

1. Read our primary text. Why do you think John addresses his audience as “my little 

children”?  

 John is simply exemplifying the love that he has for his audience. This greeting is an 

endearing greeting, not necessarily meaning that he was speaking to children. 

2. Jesus being our advocate is a very important truth. Why does this statement carry such 

weight? What is an early example of one who was an advocate in the Bible (think 

Exodus)? 

 Jesus is our advocate because it is His sacrifice (His blood) that allows us to have 

fellowship with the Father. It is through Him that we can draw near to the throne of grace 

with confidence (Hebrews 4:16). Jesus’ righteousness imputed to us provides our 

justification (our right standing with God). One of the earliest examples of advocacy in the 

Bible is Moses advocating for Aaron and the Israelites after God found them in 

disobedience worshipping a golden calf (Exodus 32).  
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3. Verse 2 says that Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. Propitiation is a complex word that 

has immense meaning. Would anyone be willing to explain what this means? 

 At the cross, the sins of mankind were imputed to Jesus (we contributed to Jesus an 

attribute that which He did not possess – Sin). He willingly took the sins of mankind upon 

Himself and God the Father poured out His wrath upon His Son, thus putting to death the 

sins of mankind; past, present and future. This punishment paid our debt and satisfied the 

wrath and justice of a Holy God. 

4. Verse 3 has a kind of legalistic tone to it by saying “if we keep his commandments.” What 

is John saying with this verse? 

 Those who follow Jesus are vessels of the Holy Spirit of God. Those who possess the Holy 

Spirit will bear the fruit of the Spirit. They will delight in the law of the Lord. 

5. Verse 5 says that “whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.” How 

is God perfecting those who keep his word? 

 God sanctifies those who receive Jesus. He sent His Holy Spirit to make them more and 

more like Jesus, which will culminate into a perfected state (body and spirit) upon the 

return of Jesus. We will be glorified and fully realize who Jesus is.  

6. Verse 6 speaks of “abiding” in the Lord. As Christians, how do we abide in the Lord? 

 Abiding in the Lord is to consider God before ourselves. It is resting/trusting in the wisdom 

of God and leaning not on our own wisdom. It is to orient our lives around Him and His 

revealed word. It is to walk “in step” with the Holy Spirt, following His guidance in our 

lives. 

7. What does this passage mean for you practically? 

 [Allow group to process the text as a whole] – The Bible must move from our head to our 

heart. 

 

PRAY (10 mins) 
Use this time to pray specifically over what has been discussed. 
 
 


