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[1 John 2:7-8; 15-17] 
 

WARM-UP (5 mins) 
Let’s take a moment to still our minds and go to the Lord in prayer. 

- How was your week? Were you able to take time to reflect on God’s goodness this week? 

How so? 

- When you reflect on the message Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 

ILLUMINATE (40 mins) 
Open your Bibles to the primary text. 

1. Read our primary text. In verse 7 John seems to be summarizing the previous paragraph 

(2:1-6) with a commandment from old. What do you think John is referring to? 

He is referring to loving God and loving others. Jesus continually affirms the Old 

Testament and the Ten Commandments both in speech and in action.  

2.   When John says do not love the world. Does that mean that we should reject the world 

entirely? What biblical evidence helps us interpret this text? 

 When practicing hermeneutics, it is helpful to seek the answer in this order: clarity within 

the paragraph, clarity within the chapter, clarity within the book, clarity within the 

author. One example for this particular passage is clarity within the author. One we all 

know, John says in chapter 3 of his gospel account, "For God so loved the world." With 

this statement we know that God does indeed love the world (by the sending of His Son), 

but He designed us to be "set apart" from the world and its sinful desires. 

3.  John does not leave us in the dark with his opening verse (v.15), he takes moment to 

clarify his opening statement and the aspects of the world we should not love. What 

specifically does he mention? Is desire in itself bad? 

 Desires of flesh, eyes, and the pride of life. John does not demonize the whole created 

order. God created the world and all that is in it, and it was good. But because of sin, 
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there are many things we must guard against in this world. Likewise, human desire is 

created by God and is good (desire for food, desire to exercise, attraction to opposite 

sex), but desires apart from God's design and will are sinful (gluttony, idolatry, adultery). 

4.  John reminds us that "the world is passing away." Why do you think he provides this 

contrast in verse 17. 

 Sometimes, in our finite way of thinking, we place a level of permanence on this world. 

The world is fleeting; John reminds us of what abides forever. 

5.   How does this text affect you? Does it reveal in any desire that should not be? How do 

we love the world well? 

 [Group Dialogue] 

6.  What does the Bible give us so that we remain "unstained" from the things of the world? 

 Psalm 1:1-3 helps us begin to navigate this world. Spiritual disciplines are vital, such as: 

Reading Scripture, meditation, memorization, prayer, private worship, fasting, slowing, 

silence, study, learning, journaling. 

 

PRAY (10 mins) 
Use this time to pray specifically over what has been discussed. 
 
 


