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[Matthew 6:1-4; 19-34] 

 
WARM-UP (5 mins) 
Let’s take a moment to still our minds and go to the Lord in prayer. 

- How was your week (or winter break)? How has your walk with the Lord been? 

- When you reflect on the message from Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 

ILLUMINATE (40 mins) 
Open your Bibles to the primary text. 

1. Our primary passages emphasize the promises of God regarding generosity. Identify a few 

of the promises regarding generosity in these two passages – Matt. 6:1-4; 19-34. 

 [1-4]  

 – beware of practicing your righteousness before other people to be seen, for you 

 will have no reward from your Father.  

 - Give in secret and your Father will reward you. 

 [19-34]  

 - lay up for yourself treasures in heaven. For where your treasure is, there your heart 

 will be also 

 - you cannot serve God and money 

 - seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 

 to you. 

2. We live in a culture that is saturated in a “see me” culture. What does this passage teach 

regarding that desire?  

 - It provides a tremendous guiding principle; we are not made to seek the approval of 

 others in any way; not in righteousness, not in generosity, not in appearance, not in 

 materialism. Our desire for approval should be a yearning for the approval of the 

 Lord. 



3. How do you think the Bible speaks to the “volume” of the Christian life? Generally 

speaking, are we to be “loud” or “quiet” as we navigate this life? What biblical evidence do 

you think supports your answer? 

 - There are instances in the Bible where we see we are to proclaim the glory of God 

 boldly (Psalm 71:18, Mark 16:15). Other times, we see it necessary to retreat as Jesus 

 did so often to commune with the Father in the secret, quiet places (Ecc. 9:17, Matt. 

 15:14, 1 Tim. 2:1-3). Our boasts should be in the Lord. Otherwise, we are to live quiet, 

 peaceable lives. 

4. Verses 19-34 contain a unique literary lesser to greater argument. What is that argument? 

[Example: If God does “x”, how much more will he “y”] Do you recall any other biblical 

arguments like this off the top of your head? 

 Verse 30. If God so clothes the grass of the field, how much more will He clothe you. 

5. Verse 30 describes one who is of little faith. If we struggle in the area of anxiousness about 

the future, how are we to grow to trust the Lord more? 

 Like our bodies, faith is something that must be exercised. If neglected it becomes weak 

 and fragile. If we begin to take little steps of faith, God fans into flame the little faith 

 that we exercise into something that becomes rock solid, unwavering faith (See 

 Hebrews 11 – “Hall of Faith” chapter). 

6. If you were going to teach a loved-one (or child) one verse from this block of text. What 

would it be and why?  

 [Example: Verse 33. If you seek the Lord as you you walk this tumultuous life, He will 

 indeed be near to you in your hour of need. He will give you the desires of your heart.] 

 

PRAY (10 mins) 
Use this time to pray specifically.  Pray for the needs of others; locally and abroad. 
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