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[John 3:1-17] 

 
WARM-UP (5 mins) 
Let’s take a moment to still our minds and go to the Lord in prayer. 

- How was your week? How has your walk with the Lord been? 

- When you reflect on the message from Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 

ILLUMINATE (40 mins) 
Open your Bibles to the primary text. 

1. Many know and love the famous passage John 3:16, but few know the verses that precede 

and follow that famous verse. Given that John 3:16 begins with the word “For,” who can 

tell us what precedes John 3:16 given Sunday’s message? 

2. The opening verse says that Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews? What kind ruler was 

Nicodemus? 

 Nicodemus was a part of the Sanhedrin—the Jewish governing body that acted as the 

spiritual authority in the land, made up of Pharisees and Sadducees. 

3. What is the difference between a Pharisee and a Sadducee? (Isn’t there a Bible joke here?) 

 The Sadducees were typically more conservative in their views, meaning they believed in 

more of a literal translation of the Bible. Pharisees on the other hand, believed that the 

oral traditions held equal weight to the written word of God. Sadducees would not affirm 

anything that was not written in the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible). Also, Pharisees believed in 

the bodily resurrection of Jesus, Sadducees did not. 

4. Jesus says that one cannot enter the Kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 

the Spirit. What does this mean and how would you explain this mystery to someone? 

 Someone born of water and the Spirit refers to a spiritual birth which cleanses sin and 

brings about spiritual transformation and renewal. Ezekiel 36:25-27 says “I will sprinkle 



clean water on you, and you shall be clean. …And I will give you a new heart. …And I will 

put my Spirit within you.”  

5. In verse 14, how is Jesus making a connection between himself and a serpent? Where 

does this reference come from? 

 In Numbers 21:4-9, God sent fiery serpents on Israel because of their disobedience. Upon 

their repentance, God created a rescue plan for them and commanded Moses to create a 

bronze serpent to be lifted up that provided rescue if they were bitten. All they had to do 

was look to this bronze serpent and they would be saved. In this passage, Jesus is saying 

that he too shall be lifted up and rescue those who look to Him. (Note: this same bronze 

serpent was later destroyed for becoming an idol to the people Israel – 2 Kings 18:4. 

While God was training Israel to find refuge in something outside of themselves, He does 

not permit idol worship (2 Commandment)). 

6. Verse 17 says that God sent His Son into the world. Jesus then sends his disciples into the 

world. Finally, Jesus sends us into the world. How do we know we are sent into the world? 

What is our mission? What is so significant about this sending sequence of events here?  

 Our mission is The Great Commission (Matt. 28) and our message is so significant because 

it all originated from God the Father before the foundations of the earth. 

7. What does verse 17 say about the heart of God? 

 God desires rescue (salvation) for all and He delights in glorifying His Son by showing 

mercy. 

 

PRAY (10 mins) 
Use this time to pray specifically.  Pray for the needs of others; locally and abroad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Commentary Reference:  
- ESV Study Bible Commentary (Crossway) 
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