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Theology Refresher - Triumphal Procession 
 A triumphal procession was a lavish parade where a military victor was welcomed and 
 praised by his hometown. In Rome, prisoners of war were oftentimes sacrificed to the 
 Roman gods at the conclusion of these grand processions as a declaration of victory and 
 gratitude. [Some scholars interpret this to mean that by Paul saying Jesus "leads him in 
 triumphal procession," Paul is stating that he is the prisoner, and his sufferings will act 
 as the means of spreading the good news...that Jesus Christ is the risen Savior.] 
  

LOVE 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another... (John 13:34) 

 
- Internal: How was your week...anything new?! How is your walk with the Lord? Did you 

have any opportunities to share the Lord with anyone? 
- External: Is there any individual or family who is struggling or needs encouragement? How 

can we pray, encourage, and show love to them?  
 

TRUTH 
Let the word of God dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another... (Col. 3:16) 

 
1. When you reflect on the message from Sunday, what most resonated with you? 

 [Dialogue Starter] 

2. Paul says that all God's promises find their "yes" in Jesus. Name three promises of God and 

explain how each find there "yes" in Jesus. 

 Example: 

 1. God promised to never leave us nor forsake us (Deut. 31:6) / Jesus provides for us the 

indwelling presence of God by His Holy Spirit. God's Spirit is always with us. 

 2. God promised Abraham that his family would "outnumber the stars" (Gen 26.4) / 

Jesus knocks down the "dividing walls of hostility" allowing gentiles to be grafted into the 

family of God, offering reconciliation to all who would call upon the name of Jesus. 

 3. God promises a new covenant (Jer. 31:31) / Jesus is the mediator of this new covenant 

in His atoning blood. 



 

 

 

3. Forgiveness is a very important biblical principle that we speak about often, but why do 

you think forgiveness is so fundamental to the essence of God? 

 In the Bible, the only way for someone to be forgiven of their sins was for something to 

die (bloodshed). By God's design and instruction, atonement was made possible by 

sacrifice. Jesus provides the sacrifice and atonement for the sins of mankind by the 

shedding of His own blood. Forgiveness is so fundamental to God because without God, 

forgiveness is impossible. Jesus is the forgiveness of mankind and Jesus is....God. 

4. Chapter 2:15-17 speaks of how Christians are to be the aroma of Christ. How does a 

Christian have the aroma of Christ? 

 A Christian willingly allows Christ to permeate the fabric of their being. By the power of 

the Holy Spirit, they begin to delight in His Lordship and are routinely governed by the 

authority of His word. This internal delight then makes its way to every facet of their life 

as they spread aroma of Christ to all who are near him/her. 

5. How does this text affect your daily life? How can you apply this text to your life? 

 [Dialogue] 

6. How might you share this passage/truth with someone else? A child? A family member? 

 [Dialogue] 

 

GREAT COMMISSION 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations... (Matt. 28:19-20) 
 
 - How are we doing as a group with the Great Commission? 
  - Is there anyone that you need to invite to church or this group?   
 - Is there anyone who needs to hear what we learned today in God's word? 
  - Does anyone need a "refresher" on how to share the gospel? 
   

PRAYER/REPENTANCE 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today,"... (Heb. 3:12-14)  
 
 - Without getting too specific, is there anything you want to repent of before the group? 
   [apathy, idolatry, selfishness, jealousy, anger] 
 - Let's confess our shortcomings to the Lord and pray what we have learned in God's word. 



 

 

 
_______________ 
 
Resources: 
 
- ESV Study Bible 
- Triumphal Procession - thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/the-triumphal-procession-

in-christ-how-the-conquering-god-reveals-himself-by-leading-the-apostle-paul-to-his-death/ 


