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The Book of Daniel
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1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. 2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah 
into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of 
God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the 
house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury 
of his god. 3Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his 
chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both 
of the royal family and of the nobility, 4youths without 
blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 
endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach 
them the literature and language of the Chaldeans…
6Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah of the tribe of Judah.—Daniel 1:1-4, 6 ESV

Conviction #1: _______________ (Who am I?)

But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with 
the king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore 
he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to 
defile himself.— Daniel 1:8 ESV
19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. —1 Corinthians 6:19-20

“There comes a time when one must take a position that 
is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must take 
it because conscience tells him it is right.” 
  —Martin Luther King, Jr.

Conviction #2: ______________ (Who will I serve?)
17As for these four youths, God gave them learning 
and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams… 19And the 
king spoke with them, and among all of them none 
was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 
Therefore they stood before the king. 20And in every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 
king inquired of them, he found them ten times better 
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than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his 
kingdom. —Daniel 1:17, 19-20 ESV

Conviction #3: ______________ (Where do I turn?)

…and told them to seek mercy from the God of 
heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his 
companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the 
wise men of Babylon. —Daniel 2:18
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. —1 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV
12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand firm…18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints. 

—Ephesians 6:12-13, 18

Conviction #4: _______________ (Who do I trust?)
16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said 
to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer you in this matter. 17If this be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 
18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up.” —Daniel 3;16-18
27And when they had brought them, they set them 
before the council. And the high priest questioned 
them, 28saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in 
this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon 
us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than men. —Acts 5:27-29

“Having convictions can be defined as being so 
thoroughly convinced that Christ and His Word are both 
objectively true and relationally meaningful that you act 
on your beliefs regardless of the consequences.” 

—Josh McDowell
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