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Neck Cooler— amazing little device. 100 years ago who 
could have imagined the developments… need it to take a 
jog today through Scripture.  
 
All have a curious interest in the future. "We should all be 
concerned about the future; because we will have to spend 
the rest of our lives there."  Charles Kettering 
 
Past few weeks:  The Truth About 
What Lies Beyond 
What Lies Beneath 
What Lies Within 
What Lies Behind  
Today:  What Lies Ahead… 
 
Today we conclude a series by taking time to peer toward 
the horizon of tomorrow through the lens of biblical 
testimony concerning the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
  
I.  Consider the Testimony of Scripture 
Concerning the Future 
 
John 14:3 "I will come again" 
Matt. 16:27 "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each 
according to his works." 
Mark 8:38 "For whoever is ashamed of me and my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of 
Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of 
His Father with the holy angels."   
Acts 1:11  "This same Jesus who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will so come in like manner as you have seen 
Him go into heaven."  
1 Cor. 11:26 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord' death till He comes."   
1 Thess. 4:15-17  "For this we say to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the lord will by no means precede those who are 



asleep.  Fro the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first.  
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
Thus shall we always be with the Lord."    
1 John 2:28 "And now, little children, abide in Him, that 
when He appears, we may have confidence and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming."  
Rev. 1:7 "Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye 
will see Him, and they also who pierced Him. And all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.  Even so, 
Amen.   
Rev. 22:12-13, 20  "And behold, I am coming quickly, and 
My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to 
his work.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last… Surely I am coming 
quickly." 
Rev. 22:13  "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"  
 
FACT:  You cannot read the Bible and come away with 
any other conclusion: Jesus Christ is coming again.   
 
The Bible is open ended when it comes to testimony.  (not 
revelation)     
 
OT someone is coming, Gospels someone has come, and 
someone is coming again!   
 
As believers living in the epoch days and times in which 
we live we cannot afford to minimize or compromise the 
depth of biblical teaching on the return of Christ.   
 
Tragically we have become consumed with the day, date, 
drama and detail and have often missed the dynamic of this 
truth in our lives.  
 
This is not a positioning sermon.  Many will immediately 
seek to determine pre, post, or … others pre-mid-end… pro 
pan then… whatever pans out in the end. 
 
Sadly we run the gamut from Scientific Trajectory to Novel 
Entertainment.   



 
Yet with simple faith and forceful belief the early church 
did not create charts, graphs and conferences they created 
disciples, served with diligence and lived with hope of 
seeing Jesus in their generation.   So great was the 
awareness and preparedness, the password of their times 
"maranatha"… so my desire today. 
 
There is not much else I can say but that the Scripture is 
emphatic...He is coming again!  
 
II.  Correlate Our Times and Culture with the 
Bible's Teaching on the Future 
 
Romans 3:11-14… The clock is ticking and the alarm of 
alert is soon to ring. 
 
"salvation is nearer"  - idea that the completion of the work 
of Christ, not the cross but the conquest is approaching.   
 
God’s Top Ten Facts and Trends Toward the Coming of Christ: 
 
•Focal point Israel > Eyes of world focused on Israel.  No nation 
(people) has suffered so greatly but been preserved so miraculously 
throughout history. … Re-gathered - Is. 11:11-12, Ez. 37-38, Zech. 
Rebirthed in a day - May 14, 1948 - Isaiah 66:8, Rebuilt and, and 
Revived the language etc....Resisted. Matt. 24:32...Jesus told of the 
sign of the "fig tree" when leaves come out you know it is summer 
time.   
 
•Temple Talk> One clear prophesy of the coming of Christ is that the 
temple in Israel destroyed by the prediction of Jesus Christ in 70AD by 
Titus the Roman Emperor will be rebuilt.  Today that sight is inhabited 
by the Dome of the Rock the 3rd most sacred Muslim sight yet below 
is the Wailing Wall and the tunnel to the ancient temple ground.  The 
Temple Institute has prepared all necessary for the replacement and 
reconstruction of the temple.  
 
•Unified Europe > Means a re-gathered Rome, Daniel (writing on the 
wall) predicted (Babylon, Persian, Greece, Rome) that the Roman 
Empire would exist in 2 phases. One that of the past and another to be 
gathered and renewed prior to the coming of Christ. Current push for 



unity through the European Economic Community offers a close 
parallel to this prediction.  One major obstacle for many years was the 
Berlin Wall that provided a divided Europe but we saw the day when 
the wall came down and a unified Europe was again a possibility.  
Interesting sequence in light of it's following the reestablishment of 
Israel.    
 
•Global Network> The Bible predicts a major shift toward globalism 
a one-world church, government and economy… Thought to be 
impossible by our forefathers because of time, space and distance has 
now become the reality of our lives.  We know it as the "global 
village" In particular, the unification of a world economy will have 
potential for centralized control.  Rev. 13:16-18.  The mark of the 
beast.  The Antichrist will realign national boundaries, redistribute 
material resources and change long standing national and moral laws.   
 
•Fads, Fakes, and Forecasts> False messiahs and false 
teachers...Jesus warned Matt. 24:5,24, 2 Peter 2:1-3.   
 
•Environmental Events > Matt. 24:7 The phenomena of the physical 
world has never been like the past 25 years.  Global warming, toxic 
earth, quakes, floods, El Nino -  
 
•Lost in Space > We are hearing and seeing threats to our existence in 
the heavens.  Matt. 24:29 Jesus spoke of stars falling etc....so today 
we hear and learn of asteroids and other hazards of the skies.    
 
•Social and Moral Collapse> 2 Tim. 3:1-5...is this just old Bible stuff 
or front-page journalism.  Frankly I'm not so sure its far removed from 
Jerry Springer Show - increase in wickedness.  Family ties severed and 
Social standards ignored.  Out of control world.     
 
•World Evangelization > Matthew 24:14 "to the end of the world 
and then the end will come" closer today than any other moment in 
history. People saved every day around the world and on some great 
day that final person will put trust in Christ and the consummation of 
all history will come.  
 
•Our Biblical Compass > Given the fact that I am holding a book in 
my hand that addresses these issues and not only puts them in 
categories but sequences and seasons of life says that the book I hold 
is a book of history and a book of prophesy. 
 



The 20th century began with limited use of electricity and not radio, 
TV, planes, missiles, computers, atomic bombs, the globe was separate 
and regional, Israel did not exist all of this yet in our lifetime this has 
all happened is happening much faster as the days approach.   
 
Measure of knowledge growing and exploding so fast it is beyond 
imagination today.       
 
So general, so many right, but never in one generation all lined up so 
specifically toward the future.  It is the specific and strategic alignment 
of this truth that captures our attention and calls us to heightened state 
of alert.  
 
III. Contemplate My Preparation for the Future. 
 
Wake Up!  Paul sounds a call for alertness.  The promise hovers 
closer than ever before.  Must not be indulged in pleasure or 
influenced by delay… The time has come!  Shake you… wake you… 
change you.  
 
Sleep = unresponsive, unaware, inattentive but this is an intolerable 
condition in light of the urgency.  I believe BRCC is a sleeping giant.  
We have lulled ourselves to sleep with bible stories. We gather and 
hear but do very little. We are a church with little responsiveness and 
pulse.   
 
•Our Service - Content to let others, weary warriors do it. Willing to 
let paid help do it.  Not there.  Sunday Mornings, Wed Nights.… 
cannot do it without a core of leadership.   20 ideal, 15 okay, 10 make 
it but we can't find 10, in children’s. Preschool, Students, Adults 
essential.  What we are hearing is doing us no good.  Well I need food, 
I have issues.  If you want to make a difference, don't focus on you, 
focus on them. Best thing you and I can do today, for tomorrow is to 
make a difference in the lives of children. Some of finest I have ever 
known but weakest commitment of any church I have ever been 
associated with.    
 
•Our Stewardship - We don't give.  We get, we want but we don't 
give.  Matthew 6:19-21.  We have heart trouble as a church. Our heart 
is not in this...because our treasure is not here.  Most of us are more 
worried about the economy than eternity.  Some of you could write 
checks for thousands of dollars and give single bills.   



 
•Our Seed-Bearing—Mark 4… broadcast it!  I can't determine soil or 
response but I can scatter the seed. 
 
"Osmosis Church" - seed that is not planted is worthless.  Tragically 
too many decisions too few disciples result in no reproduction. 
 
•Our Struggle - "Beloved do not think it strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to 
you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, 
that when His glory is revealed, you may be glad with exceeding joy… 
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let hem not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter."  1 Peter. 4: 12-13,16   
 
•Our Sanctification - Preparation to meet the Lord.  Never wanting to 
be caught unaware.   
Matt. 25:1-13 
1 John 3:2-3 
 
“night is far spent” see the daybreak on the horizon... “the day is at 
hand” time to “Wake Up!”  Why?  Because nearer than when we first 
believed.  Too many living down, depressed, asleep… wake up to the 
hope of tomorrow.   
 
     
 
 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
 


